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however, by the Pope's removal to Rome of the papal court.
With great adroitness Henry VIII used the opportunity with
which the Pope's lack of decision presented him. Bitterness
against the lesser ecclesiastics was strong in England because
of widespread abuse of clerical privileges, avariciousness of the
church officials, and viciousness in the monasteries. To this
Henry successfully sought to add a distrust of papal authority.
The possibility that the Pope would cite the King of England
to appear in person, or by proxy, before the papal court which
had been moved to Rome was used by Henry VIII as propa-
ganda. As his subjects were filled with the rising spirit of
nationalism, he knew that they would not tolerate such a pro-
posed papal interference with their King's prerogatives. In the
rising feeling of indignation against the Pope the opposition of
the English people to the divorce dwindled.
Never did an English King use diplomatic artifice more skill-
fully. The Archbishopric of Canterbury had fallen vacant by
the death of Henry Warham in August, 1532. Upon learning
of Anne's pregnancy, Henry set about to facilitate the invest-
ment of an Archbishop of Canterbury who would do his bidding
without question. He also laid plans to secure the legality in
England of the Archbishop's pronouncement of the nullity of
his marriage to Catherine of Aragon. Thomas Cranmer was
the man Henry VIII chose to be his Archbishop, and he took
upon himself the task of securing from Rome the expedition
of the bulls for Cranmer's investiture. The English representa-
tives sent to Rome were to make generally known that only
the King's opposition to the Acts of Annates, already passed
by Parliament, prevented the Pope and cardinals from, being
deprived of a large part of their English revenues; moreover,
the English representatives were to advertise discreetly that
the royal assent to the Act of Annates might be forthcoming if
the necessary bulls were delayed. Henry VIIFs diplomacy was
successful. On 22 February, 1533, the Consistory at Rome
granted the bulls for Cranmer's investment as Archbishop of
Canterbury without having received the payment of the 10,000
marks which was the usual perquisite for these bulls.
The English Convocations and Parliament, Henry handled